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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE — NUMBERING 
Statement 

HON MARTIN ALDRIDGE (Agricultural) [5.38 pm]: I want to make a short statement tonight. I was considering 
raising a point after question time but I thought that it would be more appropriate to make a short statement. It is 
in relation to a practice that I think is creeping into question time when members refer to the C number of questions. 
If I am not mistaken, Madam President, this is something you might have commented on earlier in this term when 
expressing some caution to members asking a question in question time and referring to another question by its 
C number. As I understand it, the C number is an administrative number provided to a question once it has been 
submitted to the government. My concern is that when members ask a question and refer to another question, that 
number will be known only to the member who submitted the question and, potentially, the government. When other 
members, the media and other people outside this place might be taking an interest in questions asked and answered, 
it may not be that clear.  
It may be the case—I have not had a chance to look at this matter since question time—that this is something that 
Hansard fixes up for us; that is, when a question appears in Hansard, the appropriate question number appears rather 
than the administrative C number, but that is something that I will reflect on during the recess before next week. 
I think that this is important. I do not see why members who ask questions need to refer to an administrative C number, 
because, as members know, Hansard works quite late into the evening to deliver the draft daily Hansard to members 
via email, and 11.00 am each day is the deadline that members have to submit questions to the government to provide 
some notice before asking those questions at 4.30 pm that same day. Therefore, members have ample opportunity 
to simply review the draft daily Hansard, or, indeed, pick up a copy from outside the chamber doors here and make 
sure that the question that they are submitting to the government with some notice has an appropriate question 
number on it rather than an administrative number that makes no sense to any member other than the member who 
had previously asked the question. 

Statement by President 
THE PRESIDENT (Hon Kate Doust) [5.40 pm]: Member, I am going to make a comment on that. I do not recall 
making any ruling on that specific issue. I know I have made comment on other aspects of how questions are 
responded to. I think what we have seen happen, certainly over my time in this place, is that those reference numbers 
are used to provide assistance to the minister or parliamentary secretary who is responding to a question. More often 
than not, if the member asking a question has one or more questions of a similar nature on the list for that day, I think 
they just use that as the point of clarification, if the question or the answers are very similar. But nothing hurts to 
look at modernising arrangements. 
Hon Martin Aldridge: I think it is when it forms part of the question that it is an issue. 
The PRESIDENT: We will have a look at that and see whether there is a better way of doing that, but I know that 
in the past that has provided some assistance to both the member asking and the person responding. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: Madam President, I think the member is not talking about that; he is talking about it 
in the text of the question. 
The PRESIDENT: All right. We will have a look at that. 
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